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5.34  SHOPPING CENTER ZONE (SC)

  5.34.01 General Description 

    The general intent of this section is to encourage and insure 
the development of unified retail shopping centers which will 
promote the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare 
for the citizens of Knox County.  The purposes of these 
subsections are: 

    A. To promote safe and efficient movement of traffic within 
the site of the shopping center and in connection with 
adjacent access streets. 

    B. To lessen the adverse effects which such shopping 
centers might have on the uses of adjacent land. 

    C. To prohibit the development of uses of a heavy repair, 
wholesaling, industrial, and residential character in 
shopping center zones. 

  5.34.02 Uses Permitted 

    The list below specifies the uses which shall be permitted in 
shopping center zones.  In addition to these uses, the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission may recommend the 
inclusion of other uses of a related nature, provided that the 
intent of this resolution is maintained, and provided that no use 
that allows the selling of beer for consumption on premises 
shall be located within five hundred feet of any residential or 
agricultural zone.  Uses permitted:  appliance, radio and 
television store, art supply store, bakery (retail), bank, barber 
shop, camera store, candy store, clinic (not veterinary), 
clothing, clothing accessories store, delicatessen, demolition 
landfills less than one (1) acre in size, restaurants, department 
store, drug store, film exchange, five and ten cent store, radio 
or television repair shop, shoe repair shop, flower shop, 
furniture store, gift shop, grocery store, hardware store, hobby 
store, ice cream parlor, jewelry store, laundry and dry cleaning 
establishments, meat market, music store, notion, variety 
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store, photographic studio, business and professional offices, 
shoe store, sporting goods store, stationery store, toy store, 
and gasoline service station provided that such gasoline 
service station is designed as an integral part of the shopping 
center building group and yard and rummage sales. 

  5.34.03 Uses Permitted On Review 

    A. Adult oriented establishments subject to meeting all 
requirements of Section 4.60 of this resolution. 

    B. Child day care centers, provided they meet the 
requirements of Article 4.91. 

C. Adult day care centers, provided they meet the 
requirements of Article 4.98. 

  5.34.04 Height 

    No building shall exceed three stories or forty feet in height. 

  5.34.05 Yards 

    A. Where the shopping center zone abuts a lot which is 
residential in zoning classification no building shall be 
constructed less than fifty feet from any lot line. 

     Where the shopping center zone abuts any street right-
of-way buildings shall be constructed not less than sixty 
feet from such right-of-way. 

    B. Buildings may be constructed less than fifty feet from 
any lot line: 

     1. Where the shopping center zone abuts a lot 
which is non-residential in zoning classification. 

     2. Where the shopping center zone abuts any 
street right-of-way when parking is not to be 
provided between the right-of-way of such street 
and buildings, in which case there shall be a 
minimum set back requirement of twenty feet. 
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    C. On the sides of a shopping center zone facing streets 
the development plan shall include planted "parkways" 
of not less than ten feet in width.  The presence of these 
parkways will aid in the integration of shopping centers 
into adjacent areas; and they will aid in keeping 
vehicular entrance and exit points to a minimum. 

    D. On the sides of zones facing residential properties 
adequate screening shall be provided whereby the 
noise, light, and possible unsightliness of the developed 
center will be held to a minimum.  A plan for screening 
shall be included as a part of the development plan for 
the shopping center. 

  5.34.06 Divided Zones 

    For the purpose of calculating the zone width, lot dimensions, 
floor area ratios, percentage of lot covered by building, yard 
requirements and parking ratios, a single shopping center 
cannot lie on two sides of a major public street.  Any area 
designated as being zoned a shopping center zone and lying 
on both sides of a public street shall be deemed to be two 
shopping center zones, and all minimum requirements shall be 
met by buildings on each side of said public street as separate 
zones.  This requirement is included to prevent large 
movement of shoppers across a major street from parking 
areas to shopping areas. 

  5.34.07 Health Department Approval 

    The development plan shall not be approved until the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission has a statement from the 
Health Department that the disposal system for sewage abides 
by standards of the Health Department. 

  5.34.08 Signs 

    As permitted by Section 3.90 of this resolution. 

  5.34.09 Administration 
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    A. A development plan of the shopping center shall be 
submitted to the Planning Commission for approval as a 
Use Permitted on Review. 

    B. A revised development plan shall be submitted to the 
Planning Commission for approval of any changes, 
alterations, amendments, or extensions to the 
development plan.  Approval of such changes may be 
granted if, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, 
the requested changes would be in keeping with the 
intent and provisions of this resolution. 

    C. No building permit shall be issued for construction of 
any building on the land until the Planning Commission 
has approved the development plan and a statement of 
approval has been affixed. 

    D. The building permit shall be revoked if construction of 
any part, or phase, of the development is not in 
compliance with the approved plans. 


